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• Status:
-completion of draft report to be delayed 
until results of the LCA Comprehensive 
Coastwide Study are known.
-the priority for this effort will then be 
assessed and, if appropriate, study efforts 
resumed

• Sponsor: State of Louisiana,
Dept. of Natural Resources

• Issue:
Completion dependent on results of LCA 
Comprehensive Coastwide Study
Last Event/Date:
Feasibility Study Efforts  Mar 03
• Next Event/Date:
Assess priority for continuation Oct 03
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New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 Date: March 12, 2003

Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) Ecosystem Restoration, LA (General Investigations): Wetland Creation & 
Restoration, Barataria Basin
STUDY AUTHORITY:  Senate Resolution 19 Apr 67 and House Resolution 19 Oct 67. 

STUDY SPONSORS:  The State of Louisiana.

STUDY LOCATION: The study area is located within the Barataria Basin of southeastern Louisiana in Lafourche Parish and encompasses approximately 1.7 
million acres.  It is bounded on the north by Little Lake, on the west by Bayou Lafourche, on the south by the British Petroleum pipeline canal near the Gulf of 
Mexico, and on the east by the Lafourche Parish and Jefferson Parish boundary.  The study area also includes, as potential borrow locations, Little Lake east 
of Golden Meadow, Caminada Bay, Little Lake west of Leeville, and an area of the Gulf of Mexico adjacent to the study area. 

STUDY PURPOSE: This study constitutes a portion of the effort for coastal restoration under the existing authority for the Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) 
feasibility study.  The current project evaluated two of the coastal restoration strategies (R2-16 and R2-17) described in “Coast 2050: Toward a Sustainable 
Coastal Louisiana,” known as the Coast 2050 Plan.  R2-16 is dedicated dredging for marsh creation along LA Highway 1, and R2-17 is dedicated delivery of 
sediment for marsh building in Caminada Bay.  The New Orleans District (MVN), in a partnership with the LDNR, investigated the feasibility of ecosystem 
restoration measures in the southwestern portion of the Barataria Basin, Louisiana.  The purpose of the Barataria Basin Wetland Creation and Restoration 
component of the LCA is to develop and evaluate solutions to address wetland loss in the southwestern Barataria Basin by creating and restoring wetlands 
so as to protect and sustain the ecological functions, the natural distributary ridges, and the local human infrastructure of the area.

STUDY FEATURES:  Study features include marsh creation and restoration.

STUDY COSTS:  PED costs are $4,500,000 ($3,375,000 Federal / $1,125,000 non-Federal).

STUDY SCHEDULE:  PED is scheduled to begin in FY 2004 pending the Division Engineer notice.  

STUDY BACKGROUND: As a result of the human activities and natural coastal processes, coastal Louisiana has lost over 900,000 acres since the 1930s.  
As recently as the 1970s, the loss rate for Louisiana’s coastal wetlands was as high as 25,600 acres per year.  The current rate of loss is about 16,000 acres 
per year, much of which is due to the residual effects of past human activity.  Without action, it is estimated that coastal Louisiana will lose an additional 
320,000 acres by the year 2050.  This study is evaluating Barataria Basin march creation and restoration strategies as described in the Coast 2050 Plan. 

ISSUES:  Continuation of the Wetland Creation & Restoration, Barataria Basin study efforts have been postponed until the results of the LCA Comp 
study are finalized and the continuation of study efforts is deemed appropriate by the LADNR and the Corps.
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